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INITIATIVE

Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Utah;

Section 1. Title.

This Act shall be known as the “Utah Term Limits for Appointed Executive Officials Act.”

Section 2. Purpose.

The people of Utah find and declare that persons serving on state boards and commissions may
remain in the same office for an extended period of time, and may become preoccupied with
maintaining the privileges and perquisites of power, losing sight of their duties as
representatives of the people. These appointees may also become aligned with special interest
groups who seek special favors and lobby office holders for outcomes driven by their special
interests to the detriment of the people of this state. These practices can create a risk or an
appearance of corruption in the ranks of political appointees. Therefore, the people of Utah,
exercising the legislative power vested in them under Article VI, Section 1, Utah Constitution,
herein limit the terms of persons serving on state boards and commissions the qualifications
and terms of which are provided by statute.

Section 3. Limits on Consecutive Terms for Appointed Officials.

No person who has been appointed by the Governor, pursuant to Article VII, Section 10, Utah
Constitution, to any state board or commission, the qualifications and terms of which are
provided by statute, shall be eligible for reappointment to that specific office for a third term,
or serve more than ten years in that capacity, regardless of the specified length of a term. As
used in this subsection, “term” means two years or more of a term to which a person is

appointed. Where no specific term is designated, service shall be limited to no more than ten
years.

Section 4. Appointed Judges; Specifically Exempt.

Any judge, commissioner or other judicial officer appointed to any judicial body or branch shall
be specifically exempted and not subject to this statute.

Section 5. Effective Date.

This Act shall take effect on January 3, 2017. No person appointed and holding office at the
time this Act takes effect shall be prevented from serving the remainder of his or her term.
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Where no specific term exists, if his or her time of service violates this Act at the time of its
enactment, no person appointed shall serve more than two additional years.

Section 6. Severability.

If any particular provision of this Act, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance,
is held invalid, the remainder of the Act and the application of such provision to other persons
or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

END OF TEXT OF PROPOSED LAW
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